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RECENT WORK IN PALESTINE. 

The tradition exists at Jaffa that there used to be in ancient times a 
harbor in a depression, east of the present city, now a swamp in which 
water accumulates to a considerable depth after heavy rains. Some 
effort has been made by Rev. J. E. Hanauer, of Jerusalem, to learn the 
facts behind this tradition. What he has been able to learn regarding 
it he has published in the July number of the Quarterly Statement. It 
appears to him that it is by no means unlikely that the configuration 
of the land in ancient times was somewhat different from its present 
condition, owing to changes produced by earthquakes. The facts 
could be more fully known if diggings could be made in the vicinity 
of the swamp to discover whether a harbor wall is at present beneath 
the surface and whether a channel leads from the swamp to the sea. 
Mr. Hanauer seems to expect this would be found if excavation were 
made. 

The work carried on by Professor Sellin at Taanach is reported at 
length in Das heilige Land, Vol. XLVII, Part I. The work was com- 
menced in March, 1902, and one hundred and fifty laborers were 
employed in the digging. Three towers — one Canaanite, one early, 
and one late Israelite — and an Arab castle were brought to light; 
among the small objects found were lamps, vessels of earthenware, 
weapons, and a few scarabs. Near one tower the remains of about 
thirty children were found, buried in jars as at Gezer, and not far from 
them a Canaanite rock-altar. There were also uncovered two libation 
columns and a whole street of sacred columns. In the houses were 
found large numbers of images of the Canaanite naked Astarte ; and 
under the houses were discovered the remains of infants and of adults 
who had been buried when the houses were built. An altar of burned 
clav was found in forty-one fragments, which were put together. On 
two sides were cherubim and lions, on another the tree of life with two 
stags, and on a fourth a man strangling a snake. The altar is said 
to be of Israelite times. 

It is understood that Dr. Sellin will publish a large work describing 
his explorations at Taanach. 
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At the annual meeting of the Palestine Exploration Fund held 
recently in London, Sir Charles Wilson explained the laws of stratifi- 
cation as illustrated by the seven strata which have been unearthed at 
Gezer. The two lowest strata of Gezer were occupied by an aboriginal 
non-Semitic pace, small in size, unacquainted with metals. The Neo- 
lithic people gave place to a Semitic race, of stronger build and of 
more advanced civilization. Here, in the third stratum, was found the 
now famous "high place," which was apparently altered and enlarged 
in the period represented by the fourth stratum ; under its floor were 
the jars containing the remains of newly born infants. The fifth and 
sixth strata represent the occupation of Gezer by the Israelites. The 
use of iron and the frequent lamp-and-bowl deposits under the founda- 
tions now begin to appear. He suggested that the latter were a modi- 
fication of the older pre-Israelite foundation sacrifices. At all events, 
these deposits completely disappear at the time of the exile. The 
sixth stratum, with its royal stamps, is certainly of the age of the 
monarchy; while in the seventh and last we have the Syro-Egyptian 
period, the age of the Ptolemies and Maccabees. 

Sir Charles Wilson continues in the Quarterly Statement iox July 
his series of articles on " Golgotha and the Holy Sepulchre." His 
investigations lead him to the following explanation of the official 
identification of Golgotha made in the fourth century under Constan- 
tine. The facts seem to him to have been as follows : 

1. After the Council of Nicaea, Constantine commanded Macarius, 
who was then returning to Jerusalem, to search for the cross of Christ. 

2. The first step was to find the place of the crucifixion, near which, 
under ordinary circumstances, the cross would have been buried or 
cast aside. Macarius, after consultation with his suffragans, and after 
making inquiry among the native Christians and Jews, came to the 
conclusion that Golgotha lay beneath the temple of Aphrodite. 

3. Constantine, having been informed by Macarius of the result of 
this investigation, sent his mother, the empress Helena, to Jerusalem 
with full power to demolish buildings and make the necessary search. 

4. The empress, on her arrival at Jerusalem, employed laborers and 
soldiers to clear away the temple of Aphrodite, and its substructures. 
By this means a portion of the ancient Jewish cemetery, hitherto con- 
cealed from view, was uncovered, and a rock-hewn tomb, prepared for 
the reception of a single body, was identified as that in which the body 
of Christ had rested. A spot on the terrace above was at the same time 
assumed to be Golgotha. 



142 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

5. Constantine, on being informed of the discovery, ordered the 
erection of a church which should inclose the tomb. Meantime the 
excavations were continued with unabated vigor, and at last the three 
crosses, the nails, and the title, which had become separated from 
Christ's cross, were found. The true cross was then identified by its 
"life-giving" properties. 

6. The emperor, on hearing of the recovery of the cross, wrote the 
letter preserved by Eusebius, in which Macarius was directed to build 
two churches with lavish magnificence. 

7. The rock was cut away so as to isolate the tomb and Golgotha, 
and the Anastasis, or Church of the Resurrection, and the Basilica, or 
Great Church, were built. 

So far as the nature of the ground is concerned, Sir Charles Wil- 
son says, there is nothing impossible in the view that Christ may have 
been crucified on the surface of the upper terrace (Golgotha) and 
buried in a tomb in its vertical face. 

The July Quarterly Statement presents a long report from Mr. 
Macalister on the excavation of Gezer from March 1 to May 15, 1903. 
The work has gone on with rapidity and thoroughness, and the results 
have been of large interest. Another cave of bones has been 
unearthed, fresh discoveries of the lamp-and-bowl deposits have been 
made, a jar has been found containing two infants, and another cave 
has been opened up with a series of fifteen magnificent jars and dishes 
arranged around the wall. A block of limestone has been found 
inscribed with Greek. The continued results of the excavation show 
the archaeological wealth which lies hidden under the mounds of 
Gezer, and indicate the importance of completing the work which has 
been so successfully carried on. 

Mr. Macalister, reviewing the work of the past year at Gezer, sum- 
marizes his results as follows : Traces of the Levitical occupation have 
been found in the evidence of Jewish worship at the Great Central 
Shrine of the town. The destruction and restoration of the city 
under Solomon, and its fortification by Bacchides, have both been 
illustrated by towers and walls assigned with reasonable probability to 
these builders. The method of the disposal of the dead by the pre- 
Israelite tribes has been determined with a completeness that we could 
not have ventured to hope for. The nature and extent of Mycenaean 
and Egyptian influences on Palestinian culture have received illustra- 
tion in objects found almost daily. And the period of the introduc- 
tion of iron has been indicated, though perhaps the deductions can- 
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not as yet claim finality. The mound still remains silent on the sub- 
ject of the Philistines, and of their mediaeval antitypes, the crusaders; 
nor has it yet yielded the wished-for answers to Yapahi's agonized 
petitions to the king of Egypt. 

In addition to the above results, the following have been obtained : 
(i) a remarkable series of correspondences, both in general and in 
detail, have been established between the biblical history of the site 
and the history as deduced from the buildings and objects unearthed ; 
(2) the bones, pottery, implements, and dwellings of a Neolithic race 
hitherto unknown in Palestine have been recovered, and undoubted 
bones of the Amorite and early Israelite races have for the first time 
been found; (3) a "high place" or temple of the Canaanites has been 
laid bare, and the tangible remains of infant sacrifices, orgies, oracle- 
giving, perhaps also ophiolatry, Stylitism, and other concomitants of 
Semitic worship, have been unearthed; (4) important corrections have 
been made in the history of the development of pottery and of other 
arts in Palestine. 



